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Dear Review Team,

Firstly, we are happy to see the Government of Canada responding to health and environmental concerns
surrounding PFAS. We agree that considering PFAS as a class is beneficial due to the large number of
PFAS chemicals and the limited information available on each. This includes but is not limited to
monitoring, environmental PFAS concentrations, toxicology tests, and ability to identify each PFAS
chemical (Guerra et al. 2014; Longpré et al. 2020).

The proposed risk management measures focus on prevention of release of PFAS into the environment,
which is crucial due to their persistence and difficulty with monitoring, measurement, and removal. As
observed in literature, implementation of prevention-focused PFAS risk management measures have been
documented to result in significant declines in their environmental concentrations (Kleywegt et al. 2020).

Due to the broad scope of the ‘Draft State of PFAS’ document, we are glad to see a comprehensive
literature review outlining relevant scientific studies. However, we recommend providing a list or criteria
of PFAS chemicals proposed to be under the PFAS class for easier classification.

We recommend risk management measures be implemented first for non-essential PFAS-containing
products, such as banning personal care products, textiles, and food packaging containing PFAS, along
with a list of banned PFAS chemicals. Since landfill leachate is one of the leading sources of
environmental PFAS contamination, it is important to minimize PFAS in products likely to end up in
landfills (Masoner et al. 2020). We also encourage consulting impacted communities, such as
communities in PFAS hotspots, to draft measures specific to their area.

We’re glad to see alternatives to AFFFs discussed. However, studies have shown variable effectiveness of
these fluorine-free alternatives, depending on the scenario it is applied to (Hetzer et al. 2014). Thus, we
recommend focusing on fuel fire prevention along with AFFF alternatives due to its potential for being an
essential PFAS application in some contexts.



According to the ‘Draft State of PFAS’ document, one of the areas with high PFAS concentration are
those with high industrial activity. Due to this, we also recommend heavier monitoring around industrial
grounds.

The Draft State of PFAS publication is a comprehensive, informative, and scientifically-guided
publication that provides a well-rounded overview of PFAS literature, research, and concerns. We are
happy to see the Government of Canada responding to health and environmental concerns surrounding
PFAS and focusing on prevention, which we advocate for. We agree with considering PFAS as a class and
are happy to see alternatives to PFAS presented, and suggest that focus should be put on implementing
replacements for non-essential PFAS-containing products before shifting focus to more essential uses (ex,
AFFFs).

Thank you for considering our feedback. We look forward to progress on this complex file.

Sincerely,

Sarah Babaei Matthew Abbott
Water Protection and Contaminated Sites Intern Marine Program Director
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