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Life is disappearing from
our own backyards.

The beautiful and buzzing mixed-wood
(i Acadian forest of the Maritimes is dependent
of the frogs, songbirds, on pollinators such as bumblebees. The
e i native black cherry and basswood trees
2 02avA [ require insect pollination, as do native
witnessing a decline in numbers shrubs such as hazelnutand stag‘horn
e I sumac, native ﬂowers such as spring
found in our backyards, beauty and trilliums, and native berries
" such as blueberries and cranberries.

Scientists point to habitat destruction, pesticides,
pollution, parasites, viruses and climate change as likely reasons
for continuing declines in the diversity and abundance of insect
pollinators such as bumblebees in eastern Canada.

Why should we care?

World-renowned biologist, E.O. Wilson, said:

“It’s the little things in this world - literally at
our feet, or buzzing around our heads -
that keep us alive.”

Did you know?

4 Three-quarters of a typical
North-American diet depends
on pollination.

4 Blueberries are New Brunswick’s
second-largest cash crop
after potatoes. New Brunswick
blueberry growers earned $19.8 million
in 2008. Blueberries are most efficiently
pollinated by native pollinators such
as bumblebees.

A feast for the bees!

Planting bee-friendly gardens of nectar
and pollen-producing plants is critical for
the survival of the bumblebees. Wildflowers are
disappearing under pavement and gardens are being planted
with exotic and hybrid species that produce little or no nectar
and pollen. Bumblebees eat only nectar and pollen.They
depend on different kinds of flowers from March to September.

Bumblebees like marsh marigolds, golden ragworts and
harlequin blue flags in the early growing season, and brown-
eyed susans, flat-topped asters, and wild bergamot in the late
growing season. Bumblebees are also attracted to goldenrod,
roses and sunflowers. Don't be afraid to make your garden a little
messy. Dead snags and leaf litter provide ground nesting sites
while plants provide food and shelter for our pollinators.

——




=. seed card_Layout 1 14/04/10 9:27 AM Pag@?

"9pISul Spass ay}
309304d pue uspiey 0} sinoy

¢ 10} squioq pa9s ayy AIp \
‘Dpew aJe squioq pass oyl * *,ﬁ
19y "Yl00Ws pue punoi *‘*
[13un spuey JnoK jo wijed ay) ™
ut [jos pue 3da1d e Jjo ydulid e
41919601 $H211S dINIXIW 3y} |nun w =

Spuey JNOA YUM [[]9M X1 “DWwi}

e 12 91| e 191em
... syed gz ppy Xiw pue
: Ae]> paispmod pai sued g ppy 1sodwod
syed € pue Spaas JOMOYP|IM paxiw Jied

) \\)uno)uo\lsel\:;“:o‘;“;):mo} 3 L Buixiw Aq apew aq ued squioq pass
C oWl W) .
D \pun?‘“x)%lsggas ) [ {quioq paas e ayeuw | 0p MOH
5 ° e
- Mel -
\“omv “ l ‘Yymoib pue uopeuiwiab

pa3s 96eIN0dUS pue WY} SA|0SSIP

0} Ajpuanbauy squuoq pass ay3 Jarep ‘Hede
100} a1enbs | punoib sy} JO deNS Y] UO PISSO] 9 UeD SqUIOq
Pa3s "9oe|d Pale|IIUSA puUe |00D B Ul SYIUOW |RIDASS 10§ PR101S

9 Ued squiog pass sy ‘pooyinoqybiau JnoA ui puej jo saydied
pa3129]63u Ul 10 piekydeq ‘uspleb JnoA ul squuioq pass JnoA Jueld

"seale ueqJn Ul SISMO|JP[IM

M}oImsunig maN Ajpuaiij-lozeutjjod bunueld Aq sioreurjjod

i 1095Ul dAIIRU JO AUSIDAIP PUE SIdquInu 3seasdul 0} 3Jdwisne ue
S1‘squioq Paas 3say3 sapn|pul Ydiym ‘10afoid xog a9g pielypeg JnQ
"SWISISAS0d pue sa1dads BulAIb-dAl| INO JO [elids plemumop

9U3 9SI9A3J pUE ey 03} dWiN3 S} 'SISLD ANSISAIPOI] SY) UO 10e ISnW
9M 1eY3 Jeak sy si sy ‘A1ISIDAIPOIG JO JBIA [eUORUIRIU| 3YL SI 01L0T
*A111N23S POO} JNO pue sioleuljjod SAI3RU JNO

103104d 03 bupjioM si ‘D1n3jndLIbe [EDO] pue SW1SAS0DI [einleu Jo
J9puajap awil Buo| e HdImsunig MaN JO |IDUNOD) UOIIBAISSUOD) Y|

iuony ayej

'%Qe-‘ﬁ‘i@hc/[

Seed Bov{b

-
-

-

Conservation Council of New Brunswick
Conseil de conservation du Nouveau-Brunswick

www.conservationcouncil.ca



