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KEY ACTIONS TO DATE  
Some of the key actions taken to date or under development in New Brunswick include:   

Transitioning to a Low-Carbon Economy:  

New Brunswick’s Climate Change Action Plan  
The Climate Change Action Plan outlines a bold vision for New Brunswick and sets renewed GHG reduction 

targets: 2030 target of 35% below 1990 levels; and 80% below 2001 levels by 2050. The plan also address other 

commitments, such as the Canadian Energy Strategy, released by the Council of the Federation in 2015, and 

contains a Climate Change Adaptation Strategy supported by actions to build resilience into New Brunswick 

communities, businesses, infrastructures and natural resources.   

The Action Plan provides a clear path forward to reduce GHG emissions while promoting economic growth and 

enhancing current efforts to adapt to the effects of climate change.   

Locally-owned Renewable Energy Projects that are Small Scale (LORESS)  
In May 2015, the province introduced legislation to allow local entities to develop renewable energy sourced 

electricity generation in their communities. This will enable universities, non-profit organizations, co-operatives, 

First Nations and municipalities to contribute to NB Power’s renewable energy requirements.  

Shifting to renewables in electricity generation  
Two fossil fuelled power plants were closed in recent years – one coal and one heavy oil.  Also, 300 megawatts 

of wind energy were installed in the province and biomass fuel use in industry was expanded to displace oil. 

Solid waste landfills are capturing biogas and some are generating electricity.   

These actions are allowing NB Power to achieve the regulated Renewable Portfolio Standard of 40% of in-province 

sales from renewable energy sources by 2020. This translates to approximately 75% non-emitting by 2020 

including nuclear.  

Adaptation   
The province has developed a progressive Climate Change Adaptation Program including assembling future climate 

projections, and supporting climate impact vulnerability assessments in communities and for infrastructure.  

Adaptation projects also focus on solutions building and advanced planning to help reduce or avoid the costs of 

impacts such as more severe and frequent flooding, coastal erosion and storm events and disease and pest 

migration.   
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Several projects are carried out in collaboration with other Atlantic provinces, notably under the Regional 

Adaptation Collaborative (RAC), which involves federal support, as well as with the Gulf of Maine Council and US 

partners.  

These actions provide a strong contribution to a comprehensive Pan-Canadian Framework.    

ACTION ON PRICING CARBON POLLUTION  
The province will implement a made-in-New Brunswick carbon pricing mechanism that addresses the 

requirements of the federal government for implementing a price on carbon emissions by 2018 and that at the 

same time recognizes New Brunswick’s unique economic and social circumstances. The provincial government will 

take into consideration the impacts on low-income families, trade-exposed and energy-intensive industries, and 

consumers and businesses, when developing the specific mechanisms and implementation details, including how 

to reinvest proceeds.  

Any carbon pricing policy will strive to maintain competitiveness and minimize carbon leakage (i.e., investments 

moving to other jurisdictions). Proceeds from carbon emissions pricing will be directed to a dedicated climate 

change fund.  

COLLABORATION PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR CLEAN GROWTH AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE  
The Government of New Brunswick and the Government of Canada intend to collaborate in the following 

domains of priority to address climate change and advance clean growth:  

Enhanced Electricity Generation and Transmission System   
New Brunswick will work with the other Atlantic provinces and the Government of Canada to advance 

opportunities for clean electricity generation, transmission, storage and demand management linkages across the 

region. This will: improve access to non-emitting electricity; support the phase-out of coal-fired electricity 

generation; improve grid reliability and energy security; and, consistent with fair market principles, help provinces 

access export markets for clean, non-emitting electricity.   

This will contribute to both the Atlantic Growth Strategy and Canadian Energy Strategy and will build on existing 

regional coordination efforts, leading to an integrated regional electricity strategy.  

Energy Efficiency  
The Government of New Brunswick, in partnership with the Government of Canada, will seek to enhance energy 

efficiency programs by targeting GHG emission reduction opportunities across sectors and fuels.    

Examples of possible targeted interventions include programs that help: trucking fleets add aerodynamic and other 

efficiency measures to existing equipment; small- to medium-size industry improve their compressed air systems, 

boilers and lighting; commercial and institutional facilities invest in heating, lighting and other retrofits; and 

families retrofitting their homes to reduce energy costs, with special treatment for low- and fixed-income families.  

Industrial Emissions Reductions  
The Government of New Brunswick and the Government of Canada will work to support industrial emission 

reduction initiatives through technology and energy efficiency improvements while maintaining productivity. For 

example, there are significant opportunities to reduce emissions resulting from industrial production in the Belle 

dune area of New Brunswick. 


