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The Conservation Council of New Brunswick’s list of recommendations on how to minimize
risks to citizens from climate-change induced extreme event

By Dr. Louise Comeau, Director Climate Change and Energy Solutions 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1. Take advantage of the social capital assets at the City’s disposal to:  
a. Ensure insurance, financial institutions, small businesses (Downtown  
Fredericton), telecommunications firms, and churches are represented on  
Fredericton’s Emergency Management Organization (EMO) committee; and  
b. Continue to expand efforts to ensure youth, seniors, the poor, and the ill are reached during extreme events.  
  
2. Ensure the EMO committee receives regular briefings on climate change with the goal of increasing understanding of community climate change-related impacts and risks that must be managed and minimized.  
  
3. Adapt the emergency preparedness mindset to move beyond the “event” to prepare for and reduce the impacts of recurring (chronic) and intensifying extreme events.  
  
4. Plan for climate change adaptation and emergency preparedness on a Greater Fredericton basis:  
· As demonstrated with post-tropical storm Arthur and as the City of Fredericton showed in its provision of potable water and charging stations to citizens outside city boundaries.  
  
5. Prepare for both the physical and mental health effects associated with climate change induced extreme events, including for:  
a. First responders who work long hours and may witness extreme suffering; and  
b. Citizens from displacement and emotional responses to personal and social loss, including wild places and trees; treasured possessions; and physical and economic security.  
  
6. Change rules and practices so that:   
a. Disaster relief policies reduce exposure to chronic flood risks; and   
b. Bylaws/zoning enforcement reduces exposure to flood plains.  
  
7. Significantly increase outreach and education to citizens on:  
· The causes of, and solutions to, “human-caused” climate change.  
  
8. Increase citizen/business outreach and education regarding risk awareness and requirements for longer-term preparedness to:  
· Highlight the need for some self-reliance; generators are not enough;   
· Emphasize need for battery/wind up radios to ensure communications capacity during power outages;   
· [image: ]Enhance safety around downed power lines; and  Increase food security.  
  
9. Break down barriers to “not my jurisdiction” mindset. Example is food security is “provincial jurisdiction”:  
· Food security is everyone’s business  
· Community gardens will not be enough   
· Local food supply and increased education about food requirements needed for longerterm emergency preparedness are required  
· This issue likely needs its own multi-stakeholder process to explore options, build relationships  
  
10. Nurture Fredericton’s greatest assets: Perceived trust and the strong belief by people interviewed that this community is:  
· “Caring, friendly, safe, clean, green, well-managed, has good infrastructure, with a strong history and culture.”  
  
The City may also wish to consider working with the University of Waterloo’s Intact Centre on Climate Adaptation to pilot the Home Adaptation Assessment Program (HAAP). This program helps homeowners identify, install and maintain cost effective measures to reduce their risk of basement flooding. A pilot is currently under way in Burlington, Ontario pilot and the Conservation Council would like to see such a program in New Brunswick as part of our expanding effort to slow and adapt to climate change.  
  
We welcome your feedback and any suggestions to improve this report.   
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Louise Comeau   
Director Climate Change and Energy Solutions  
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